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Seattle Opera presents one-of-a-kind double bill of 
Robert Lepage’s Bluebeard’s Castle and Erwartung  

 
Unlock the secrets of these haunting one-act operas 

in February and March 
 

 

Seattle—Seattle Opera’s upcoming double bill of Bartók’s Bluebeard’s Castle and Schoenberg’s Erwartung opens 

for an exclusive Seattle engagement on February 21, and runs for eight performances through March 7, 2009.  

This thrilling production was originally designed by Canadian theatrical artist Robert Lepage, whose innovative 

stagecraft has been showcased in Cirque du Soleil’s KÀ, and the Metropolitan Opera’s Damnation of Faust and 

upcoming Ring des Nibelungen.  

In this unique production, Lepage pairs Bluebeard’s Castle—a mysterious fairy tale about the brooding Duke 

Bluebeard and his curious new wife, Judith—with Erwartung, which takes audiences on an eerie journey through 

the human subconscious as a woman searches for her elusive lover. Through the use of stunning special effects, 

gravity-defying acrobatics, and masterful storytelling, Bluebeard’s Castle and Erwartung will show audiences an 

edgy, contemporary, and thrilling side of opera.  



Artist of the Year recipient John Relyea (the villains in Offenbach’s Tales of Hoffmann in 2005 and Giorgio in last 

season’s production of Bellini’s Puritani) returns to Seattle Opera as the mysterious Duke Bluebeard, with Polish 

mezzo-soprano Malgorzata Walewska making her company debut as Judith. Susan Marie Pierson, last seen at 

Seattle Opera as Christine Mannon in Marvin David Levy’s Mourning Becomes Electra, journeys through the 

forest, and through her subconscious, as the Woman in Erwartung.  

Stage director François Racine, who has recreated Lepage’s original staging for productions in Québec, Montréal, 

Cincinnati, and the Hong Kong Arts Festival, among others, will bring the creative staging to Seattle. The designs 

of Lepage’s original creative team are featured in this production: the set and costume designs of Michael 

Levine, a frequent designer for the Metropolitan Opera, are paired with the work of media effects designer 

Laurie-Shawn Borzovoy and lighting designer Robert Thomson. Conductor Evan Rogister, a former conducting 

fellow at Houston Grand Opera, lends his baton to Bartók’s and Schoenberg’s scores in his Seattle Opera debut.  

Bluebeard’s Castle with Erwartung opens at McCaw Hall on February 21, and runs through March 7. Single 

tickets start at $25 and are available online at seattleopera.org, by calling 206.389.7676 or 800.426.1619, or by 

mobile phone at mobile.seattleopera.org. 

 

 
 
Please note the following artists list for Bluebeard’s Castle with Erwartung replaces all previously published 
or announced cast lists. Further information about the 2008/09 season can be found at seattleopera.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLUEBEARD’S CASTLE     ERWARTUNG 
Music by Béla Bartók     Music by Arnold Schoenberg 
Libretto by Béla Balázs     Libretto by Marie Pappenheim 
In Hungarian with English captions   In German with English captions 
 
Premiere:  Budapest Opera, May 24, 1918  Premiere:  Prague, Neues Deutsches Theater, June 6, 1924 
Seattle Opera Premiere    Seattle Opera Premiere 
 

Marion Oliver McCaw Hall 
8 Performances:  February 21, 22m, 25, and 28, March 1m, 4, 6, and 7, 2009 
 
Approximate Running Time:  2 hours including one intermission 
Evening performances start at 7:30 p.m., matinees at 2:00 p.m. 



 
Bluebeard’s Castle Cast: 
Duke Bluebeard:    John Relyea 
Judith:     Malgorzata Walewska† 
Prologue:     Arthur Woodley 
Three brides (actors):  Jordan Gasparik†, Mark Johnson†, Noam Markus† 
 
Erwartung Cast: 
The Woman:     Susan Marie Pierson 
The Lover (actor):  Noam Markus† 
The Mistress (actor):  Jordan Gasparik† 
The Psychiatrist (actor):  Mark Johnson† 
 
Conductor:     Evan Rogister† 
Original Stage Director:   Robert Lepage† 
Stage Director:     François Racine†   
Set and Costume Designer:   Michael Levine†  
Lighting Designer:   Robert Thomson† 
Media Effects Designer:   Laurie-Shawn Borzovoy† 
English Captions:  Gunta Dreifelds† 
Sets and costumes:    Canadian Opera Company 
 
† Company Debut 
 
*There is brief nudity in Erwartung. This production is recommended for ages 14 and above.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

### 

About Seattle Opera 

SEATTLE OPERA’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES DEDICATES THE 2008/09 SEASON TO SPEIGHT JENKINS IN 

CELEBRATION OF HIS 25
TH

 ANNIVERSARY AS GENERAL DIRECTOR. 

Founded in 1963, Seattle Opera is one of the leading opera companies in the United States.  The company is recognized 

internationally for its theatrically compelling and musically accomplished performances, especially the Opera’s 

interpretations of the works of Richard Wagner.  Seattle Opera’s Wagner tradition began under the leadership of the 

company’s founding general director, Glynn Ross, and has continued since 1983 under General Director Speight Jenkins.  

Since 1975, Seattle Opera has presented 35 cycles of the Ring (three different productions), in addition to acclaimed 

productions of all the other major operas in the Wagner canon. Seattle Opera has achieved the highest per capita attendance 

of any major opera company in the United States and draws operagoers from four continents, nineteen countries, and forty-

nine states. 


